Hørmætli Cænab Minister  Rahimov, Excellencies, Azerbaijani and Norwegian friends, 
This is the fourth time I stand before you on the Norwegian Constitution Day.  Three times I have tried to connect the relationship between the ideals of this day – freedom, democracy and the rule of law – to the role of Norway as a reliable and long term partner in this country’s endeavor to meet its commitment to full European standards in these areas. So I will do it differently this year and not give you a full report on the visit of the Norwegian minister of justice here in February, of our support to legal and prison reform through the OSCE and the Council of  Europe, our support for journalism in Azerbaijan, also through journalism training at the Slavic university - or the decision to prolong with three years the cooperation between the Azerbaijan University of Languages and the University of Oslo. I will not go into more details here! 
This year I will rather honor a few of the embassy’s best partners and “decorate” them symbolically with our twinned Azerbaijani – Norwegian flagpins. 

At the very outset, however, I want to express my deep sympathy, on behalf of the Government of Norway, to Azerbaijan and its people for the destruction caused by the latest flooding in Sabirabad, Saatli and Shirvan provinces. I was there Saturday with staff members, and we took those pictures in Sadirabad, one of the worst hit areas. We also met with the crisis team there and were briefed on the rescue and relief work, which was impressive. It is not easy to change the course of Kura in full flow, but this was what these people were doing.  
Flooding notwithstanding, the President has declared 2010 to “Year of Ecology”. We ambassadors try to do our share – as my colleagues from Japan, The Republic of Korea Republic and Turkey and I did in Shemkir and Goranboy last month. 

Next, I want to introduce to you two remarkable women – Fatima xanim from Guba and Mænzær xanim from Garay kandi in Gusar district. Fatima xanim is running a weaving mill in Guba and Mænzær xanim represents tonight the village where the women have spent the last one and half year in weaving this wonderful carpet to the Norwegian embassy. We are extremely grateful for this generous gift, which has been given the place of honor in my office. Fatima xanim and Mænzær xanim are outstanding cultural ambassadors for Azerbaijan, using traditional patterns and colors – and they give employment to women in area where jobs are scarce. 
This year we celebrated the 65th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. Here you can see Azerbaijani troops at the Red Square on the Ninth of May. We are fortunate to have amongst us tonight one of the two Azerbaijani Red Army soldiers who have been decorated with a Norwegian medal for their participation in the liberation of our north- and easternmost county, Finnmark, one year earlier – in 1944. I call upon Mammad Mammadov.
I will end with two happy events. Ragnhild Thori is an enthusiastic Norwegian who has devoted many years to humanitarian work and teaching in Azerbaijan. She is a great admirer of the Azerbaijani poet Nizami, whom she considers deserves comparison with Shakespeare. To make his famous poem “Lejla and Majnum” better known among children also outside Azerbaijan, Ragnhild xanim has prepared an edition in three languages – Azerbaijani, Russian and English. Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Education, with World Bank funding, has now decided to print this book in 10 000 copies.

Last but not least:  Saturday saw Synnøve Aandstad of the Norwegian Humanitarien Enterprise and Elman Bagirov of the International Learning Centre joined together in matrimony. We salute them as symbolic figures for an ever closer relationship between Azerbaijan and Norway and we send them our heartfelt wishes for a happy future together. We would have liked to see them here, however they are honeymooning in Sheki.

Thank you all.

Jasjasjin Norvec- Azerbaijani Dostlugu!

Avvælcædæn sizin respublika Gununu tæbrik ediræm!
