Mr. Ramberg’s (Norwegian Ambassador in Azerbaijan) visit to Kutaisi and Gali 
THE FIRST DAY - Kutaisi, February 25th, 2010
Mr. Jon Ramberg, Norwegian Ambassador in Azerbaijan and Mr. Hansen Lars Ragnar Aalerud, the First Secretary of the Embassy arrived to Kutaisi around 13:00. Petr Kostohryz, NRC Regional Director and NRC Shelter Program Manager briefed the ambassador in NRC Kutaisi field office of NRC’s project activities in West Georgia with special attention given to the projects funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (NMFA). During the briefing the ambassador expressed his interest of general situation of IDPs in Georgia and their day-to-day life and livelihood. Upon light lunch in the Kutaisi office, NRC team, the Ambassador and the First Secretary went to visit NRC’s project sites in Khoni and Maglaki villages. In these villages NRC constructed two new houses for the families displaced from Abkhazia and with the savings achieved during implementation of the NMFA 2009 project invested approximately USD $ 60,000 into rehabilitation of the kindergarten. Approximately 60 children are using services of the kindergarten out of which 40 are IDP children from Abkhazia.  NRC’s intervention in the kindergarten included roof rehabilitation and installation of new windows and internal works in six rooms in the first floor of the building. It’s worth mentioning that local government will complement NRC intervention and connect the building to gas, so they will have proper heating system there.
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The ambassador and children from Khoni kindergarten   Children will be moving soon to the recently rehabilitated
       in old classrooms at ground floor                                      classrooms in the first floor of Khoni kindergarten)

Upon visit to Khoni and Maglaki villages, a collective center in Kutaisi was also visited. This collective center was partly rehabilitated by NRC in 2008 with the project funded by NMFA.

At the end of the day an extremely vulnerable two-member IDP family was visited in Kutaisi. NRC assisted this family with rehabilitation of their house with NMFA 2009 project.

During late afternoon, the Ambassador and NRC team visited nearly 1000 year old the King David church nearby Kuatisi. In the evening hours, we had joint dinner with our guests in a restaurant in Kutaisi.

THE SECOND DAY – Gali (Abkhazia), February 26th, 2010

On Friday morning we left Kutaisi at 08.00 a.m. and arrived to Gali around 10.00 a.m. We passed IBL between Georgia Proper and Abkhazia without any problems or delays.   
In NRC Galli office the Ambassador and the First Secretary met with NRC staff and they were briefed there by NRC Area Manager for Abkhazia, Ana Povrzenic. Upon the briefing, we went to the field with our guests to show them some project sites supported by NMFA funds. Due to some urgent meetings in Suhumi, NRC Regional Director and Area Manager were not able to join the field visit.
The first project site visited was elementary school in Bargebi, where NRC with the NMFA 2009 project provided necessary construction materials for rehabilitation of roof, doors and windows and internal works for six classrooms. Total of 165 returnee children and 32 teachers and other support staff are using the school facility.
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Partly rehabilitated school in Bargebi

            The students in Bargebi School

Upon school visit, several families whose houses had been repaired or constructed under the NMFA 2009 project were visited in Ganahleba. All visited families expressed their high gratitude to NRC and NMFA for the assistance received.
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One of the constructed houses in Ganahleba

    The Ambassador and the First Secretary with NRC staff and    

beneficiaries in Ganahleba

We went back to Gali around 02.45 p.m. where lunch was prepared for our guests and NRC staff. The Ambassador and the First Secretary left Gali around 15:30. 





















